Pamb. 14. 


The Athenian Mercury : 


Saturday, May 9. r6g1. 


Queft. 1.0 Have a certain knowledge of a thing 
that happened not long agoe —— A 
Gentleman having been Robb’d, 
fufpetted a Servant of bis, who being innocent 
; and to be fatisfyed, and clear 
lelf, be went tea Sorceref{s; she was going, 
e was met by a Female as he believed, who ad- 
lre{sd bum thus; 1 know,whether you are go- 
ing, come along with me, and1 will (hew you who 
bas vob’ your A lafter of his Money, the Servant 
went with her, and fhe fhew'd him the thape of 
the Thief, wth which he was fo furpriz’d, that 
le dyed of the fright in three or four dayes: Que- 
: ——What is your Opinion of this ? 

‘ An/w. This comes from the Author of the 
44 French Queries; I could wifh he had been 
particular in his Circumftances of time and 
place, and then the Relation had been very en- 
tertaining; but however, becaufe he has made 
an amends in ftating the reft of his sngenious 
Queftions, We Anfwer, -our Opinion is, That 
‘rwas either the Devil himfelf, who is never 
idle in fuch Cafes, unlefs reftrain‘d by an 
over-ruling power, or at leaft fome Wstch or 
Female Fattorefs of the Devil, who receiv‘d 
both Intelligence and Power for the young 
Man‘s unhappy information: Asto his Death 
by a Fright, ‘cis ordinary, and thus effected: 
The Obje& (1 mean the ftrange difcovery of 
the Thief) being reprefented to his fenfes, 
and the fenfes conveying too great and fud- 
den a Prodigy for the underftanding to com- 
prehend, the Heart fympathiz‘d, and was 
opprefs‘d with the Confufion ; nuw the 
Heart being the feat of Life, Nature for the pre- 
fervation ofits own frame call’d in the Blood 
to its afliftance, the Circulation of which being 
either too violent, or not coming foon enough, 
the whole Frame fuffer’'d too greata fhock 
for a reparation, Mortality always feizing 
where irregularities and difcompofures of Na- 
ture prepare the Object. 

Queft. 2. Whether is Hope or Fruition more 
pleafant ? 

Anfw. The Querift ought to have menti- 
on‘d the Objeét of Hope and Fruition, that 
is, whether the Object is dn Entertainment 
to his Senfes or his Reafon ; but fince he 
has not diftinguifht, we'll makea fuppo- 
fition in both. In the firft, if he means Beas- 
ty, Honour, Preferments, and fuch like,, we 
need not trouble our felves for Inftances, at 
the diffatisfaction we receive in the Enjoy- 
ment of “em, although io the time of our Ex- 
pectation we had ftrange Idea‘s, unwearied, 
unpall‘d Appetites, which could not be per- 
{waded by the Experienc’d that all was Fi- 
tion, ‘till we undeceiv‘d our felyes by a fup- 
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‘a dread tothe New World, that they 


plantation of better Hopes ——If the Querift 
means, An Enjoyment of a peaceful Breaft, a 
Vertuous Conqueft of our Senfes, or an actom- 
plifhment of [uch Actions as ave the deliberate pro- 
duéts of true Reafon, the Expectation is like Se- 
lomon's Fame, much greater than repre 
fented. Inthe firft Inftance, Hope is pene- 
tally more pleafant than Fruition, in the laft 
Fruition is more fatisfactory than Hope. 

Queft.3. Whatss the diffirence beewixt Time 
and Etermity? 

Anfw. *Twas a great Philofophers Maxime, 
he that will compare two Bodies, mult know 
“em both, which alio holdsin Accidents: The 
Queftion is put to 2 Perfon that has experi- 
enc‘d but one, nor that to his own {atistacti- 
on, but when he has experienc‘d the other 
(+f askt again) he will give an Apfwer: in the 
mean timefrom thofe darker Jdea‘s be bas of 
Eternity, he fays there is infinitely a greater 
difference than betwixt adrop of Water and 
the whole Ocean, or betwixt an Unite and the 
moft protracted Multiplication. 

Queft. 4. What was the Heigth, &c. of Babel’s 
Tower ? 

Anfw, Thisis a Queftion that muft be re- 
folv‘d by Tradition and the beft Authors, we 
having no other means lefi, being net contem- 
porary our felves with that Adonument of Con- 
fufion: Apoilonins Thyaneus fays, that Nimrod 
and his Followers defign‘d it for an Altar to 
facrifice Horfes to the Sun, they believing 
that to be aGod, becaufenot drown‘d, which 
perhaps might give life to the Perfian Wor- 
fhip, who now acknowledge no other God 
than the Rifing Sux. But Ifidore, whofe Cre- 
ditis more authentick, and his Narration of 
it more particular, affirms (as Verftegan quotes 
out of him ) that the Tower was 5174 Paces 
high, the Bricks whercof it was built were 
fix Inches thick, Eight broady and a Koot long; 
Travellers reportthe Ruines of it remain neer 
Bagdat to this day , and that it ftands like a 
great Mountain, the Paffage ap it being Circn! 
lar, and broad enough for Fields; within are pro- 
per Places for Granaries, Stables for their 
Mules, and other Conveniencies for Lodging, 
but that “tis now impaffable, being over-grown 
with Briers and Thorns. Thefirff Occafion o 


its building was delign'd to bea Refuge in Cafe 


another Flood fhoyld ha 


which was fuck 
on the Hills; and came not down into t 
Valleys for feveral hundred Years. or ie 
Queft. 5. What places of Scripture or other 
primitive Authors do Cenfure Aftrology as finful? 
Anfe:, The Author of | the former: Quen 
of this Nature having declin’d the Title of 


an Aftrologer, tho’ cot ofan Admirer of fome from sw eggyen pga A ee 
. ftionss and 5242 Beimg, and it wo e ag ature to 
Inftances he has had in Horary Que ? invert, alter, or deftroy their own Nature, which con- 
defiring to have no further Arguments about fir; the preceding Hypotheliss 
this Matter, but what are deducible wee Sa-- _Queft, os se — A gal of Winds, and whence do 
> re our Confutati- they come, and whit rey 20, 
cred Sage he fhall el by undeny- pons We read that the Heathens piétur‘d Alolw the 
on of the oe ody of bY d , Godof Wind, ftandingat the mouth of aCave, having 
able Inferences, (Vide Numb. 6.) add foch a Linnen Garment girt about him, and a Smiths Fellows 
Texts ia Sacred Writ as will give the Gentle- under his feet at his right land ftood juzo cover'd with 
man his full fatisfaétion, fince the 12 Books aCloud, puttinga Crown upon his head, as having gi- 


; * . ven her Kingdom to him, and on his left-hand ftood a 
of Aulus Celins, Sia re aie ete an Nymph up to the middle in water, which Fu2o gave him 
la, fignifie fo little to him, tho’ t cy uiicient- to Wife ; which Image is very fignificant of the Nature 
ly confute the firft Favourer of it amongft and Caufes of the Winds, viz. that they are the produet 
Chriftians, I mean Origen the Schollar of Plo- of water rarified: But we fhall referve a fuller Anfwer 
tins 5 the Texts are thefe, Dewt. 13. 14) 1§. for our gew Syflem, and in the mean time retferr you to 


Number 10, about Earthquakes, 
Ifa. 44: 25, 26. Ta. 2.55 6. Leph. i. $. Fer Queft. 11, Whether a Stone, Bullet, or other heavy Body, 


10. 2. Ecclef. 8 7° & 10. }4-. Ifa. 41.23. I Cor. det fall from fome bivb place into a Ship wien under fail, will 
2.11. Pfal. 139.2. Aéts 19. 19. All which fz) in a perpendicular line, or will objerve the motion of the 
faid together, and impartially confider'd, | ond, ate fai in the fame place & tt would If the Ship had 
4 , ood ftiil ? 

hope will Profelyte the rs ye ae " Anfw. Every thing, tends to its Centre, this is grants 
Sobfcription to Truth and osr prece ing ed on all hands, but how efleéted we fhan‘t difpute 
Reafons. ; here, defigning to referve the Operations of all the Ele- 

Queft. 6. whether the Art of Panting Glifs is different ments, their Natures and Changes, for an intire Syftem 
from what wa anciently prafifed, or whether tke Anctemt Art by it felf, which fhall be added to one of oar Volumes ; 
is not lofi, particularly tn the two Colours of red ard blue? therefore to the Queftion, Every Kody feeking a Cen- 

Anjm. 1 can upon my own knowledge affirm, that re, and the Air being not the receptacle of ponderous 
cot loft, but rather improv‘d, having at thistime Bodies, ( the great Body of the Earth excepted, whoie 
fpoke tao Codes of Armsto be anneal‘d, upon that Cenzre is imitsfelf) eicher the Terraqueous Globe,or the 
reat fatistattion that [ received in feeing feveral things Ship muft be the Centre 5 but it can’t be the Ship no 
fo curioufly done, acd comparing ‘em with the Antt- more than any moving Body on the Land, becaufe the 
quae Pamtings, of St. Pauls, which I alfo am fatished shin it felf is dependant, and feeks its Centre, which it 
were fuch by feveral good Circumftances. This At would attain if the Water and its own fhape did nor 
of Painting with the New Invension of Spot Dyals, lat<ly con{pire to keep from it. Now that which feeks a Cen- 
known to many af the Gentry of England, is continued tre jr flf, can’t be a Natural Centre to any thing elfe, 
at Mr. Wincbes a Glafs Painter in Breadjirect near Cheap- and for thofe that pretend matterof faét, and their dwn 
fide, where any Gentleman may be accommodated to Experience, that the Bullet will fall inthe fame place, 
his fatisfaétion, in any anneal’d Draughts or Effiges wherher the Ship moves or ftands ftill, it is an error 


ees 
: 


whatever, and alfo (ce fome of that Old Glafs- grounded on the {wift falling of the Bullet, as we’ as 
ueft. 7. Whether bas Gunpowder or Printing done the the Ships motion, which hinders a true remark for a 
greateht Mifchief to tke World ? perpendicular. We fhall add one other reafon, which 


Anfw. Printing has done more fervice and differvice wil} demonftrate the fallacy of this vulgar Error-——If 
too to the World, not only becaufe ‘twas prior in adt- the Ship was the Centre for the Bullet, it would fol- 
ing, but alfo becaufe its Confequences reach beyond the yw the Ship, though it had fail’d one hundred Yards 
Effeéts of Gunpowder. Again, as the Caufe is nobler before the Bullet began to fall, for a Centre is ftill the 
thanit‘s Effects, Printing is more prejudicial than Gun- (ame foa nearer ora farther right lines —-An Example 

wder, fince Gunpowder would be feldom employ‘d _js—Two ftones hanging in a perpendicular, one of them 
in any great Execution, if printing did not firft raifeé ten yards from the Earth, and the other one hundred, 


fuch difputes and diftraétions as are the Caufe of ir. they will fall both in one place; now if diftance changes not 
Que . 3. What is the difference betwixsa Theorick and the Nature of a Centre (fuppofing no intervening Bodies) 
Pratt ical Vertue. then a Ship pafsd by a Bullets perpendicular cannot be 


Anjw, As much as the difference betwixt knowing Central, unlefs you will have it alfo Magnetical, which 
well anddoing well, Parallelto this a late learned Au- js abfurd, becaufe it has-not that power when upon the 
thor has obferved an unhappy truth, vz. How few are arth as in Launching. 
there amongft men that know their Duty, and how 
few are there amongft thofe that know, which praétife 
accordingly, — - 
— Video meliora proboq; 

Deteriora fequor,——— being a General Motto. 


| Advertilements, 
Queft. 9. How may we convince the Helthen that our 
God is theerue God, ahd nox theirs ? . > J F any Perfon whatever will fend in any New 


Av{w. There are fo many Learned Pens have underta- . ties ; 
ken this Subje€t, elpecially that of Hugo Grotius, De ve- Experiment, or curious Inftance, which 


ritate Chriftiane Religionis, that if it was another Sub- *hty know to be truth, and matter of fatt, cir- 
, it would favour of prefumption to add more; cumStantiated with Time and Place, we will ine 
ut becaufe no Pen can be harren in this great Truth, fert it in our Mercury ; (but we foan’t ufe the 


{ will add fomething perhaps nor gene:ally obferved ; . . ows Pty 
To obey, todie, or to be changed is inconfiftent with the Aubors Name withont bis Licenfe) and if it 


Effence of a Deity: Yet the Sun, Sea, Stars, and allthe ™4"ts4Demonftration to the Senders, we will 
30000 Gods that Azefiod mufters up, have received their ¢"deavour to find one, for the [atisfattion of them 
appointed Orders in Nature, which have been alter‘d, as wel as'of all other Ingenious Enquirers inte 
inverted, and fometimes deftroy‘d by their Author, Natural Speculations 

which we may call God, Nature, or what we pleale, Our Fi ee ne 

andthisis the God we acknowledge. Again, That an Ox. Firft Volume will be finifh’d with a Pre- 
a Cat, an Onion, &c, ( which have been worfhip‘d for face and an Alphabetical Index about the end of 
Gads ) could not appoint their own Being, is certain this prefent Month. 


Se, aoneene - me ae 
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